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HB258—Terminology Change
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House Bill 258, passed by the 2026 Virginia General 
Assembly, updates two terms used throughout the Code of Virginia, 
the Virginia Administrative Code, and elsewhere.
• The term “family day home” will be changed to “home-based child care.”
• The term “family day system” will be changed to “home-based child 

care system.”
• This legislation updates terminology only. There are no changes 

to definitions or requirements for licensure resulting from this law.

https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB258


HB258—Impact on Background Check Systems
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• Because of this law, the Virginia Department of Social Services-Office of 
Background Investigations (OBI) updated all Fieldprint codes to remove the 
terms, “family day home” and “family day system.”

• This impacts the Fieldprint codes for home-based child care providers and 
home-based child care systems:

- Provider-pay model: Fieldprint will send updated information directly to the provider.
- Applicant-pay model: Applicants must contact OBI to receive the updated 

generic Fieldprint code before scheduling fingerprints (backgrounds@dss.virginia.gov).

• Fieldprint will also send email notifications about these changes, so 
providers should monitor the email address on file with Fieldprint.

• More information is available on the OBI resource page on the VDSS website.

mailto:backgrounds@dss.virginia.gov
https://www.dss.virginia.gov/office-of-background-investigations/
https://www.dss.virginia.gov/office-of-background-investigations/


HB258—Impact on Resources and Other Public Facing 
Technology Systems
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• VDOE Resource Updates
- The Department is updating all public-facing communications, forms, guidance 

documents, trainings, and resources to reflect the new terminology beginning July 1, 2026.
- Chapters of Virginia Administrative Code that are affected by this change will be 

revised, and VDOE will share updates through memos and the Readiness Connections 
Newsletter.

• VDOE Technology Systems Updates
- Key technology systems—including the online provider portal, child care search, and 

LinkB5—will be updated with the new terminology over time.

• Transitional Period
- During implementation, providers will still see both old and new terms used across 

materials and systems.
- VDOE partner organizations will also experience a transitional period as terminology is 

gradually phased out and the new terms are phased in.



Stock Epinephrine 
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• The Department is continuing to work to implement § 22.1-289.059 of 
the Code, which will eventually require certain center-based programs to 
stock undesignated epinephrine and ensure staff are to administer it, and 
certain home-based programs to have staff trained in the administration of 
undesignated epinephrine and to notify families if epineprhine is stored in the 
home.

• The previous proposed regulatory Fast-Track action was paused due to public 
comment. 

• Providers do not need to take any action at this time or implement the 
provisions of epinephrine-related requirements.

• The Office of Child Care Health and Safety (OCCHS) will notify providers when 
the proposed regulations are published for public comment. 

• Implementation guidance and timelines will be shared through memos, 
webinars, and other resources before any changes take effect.

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title22.1/chapter14.1/section22.1-289.059/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title22.1/chapter14.1/section22.1-289.059/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title22.1/chapter14.1/section22.1-289.059/


Appropriations Act—Ratio Waiver 
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• The Appropriation Act of 2024—which authorized the Superintendent of 
Public Instrution to alter staff-to-child ratios and group sizes for licensed 
child day centers and centers participating in the Child Care Subsidy 
Program or Mixed Delivery Grant Program—expires June 30, 2026. 

- Licensed child day centers should refer to the June 11, 2026 memo for 
information on requesting a variance, if desired.

- The Act allowed ratio increases of:
o One child per staff for groups of children from birth to the age of eligibility to attend public 

school; and
o Two children per staff for groups of children from the age of eligibility to attend public school 

through 12 years.

• The Appropriation Act of 2026 includes language to continue the ratio 
waiver, and the OCCHS will notify providers of next steps through a 
memo and the Readiness Connections Newsletter.

https://budget.lis.virginia.gov/get/budget/5012/HB6001/
https://budget.lis.virginia.gov/get/budget/5012/HB6001/


Resources
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• Send general questions to childcarelicensing@doe.virginia.gov.
• This webinar, memos, and other resources will be posted on the What's New 

page on childcare.virginia.gov.
• Be sure to sign up for Readiness Connections to stay informed.

mailto:childcarelicensing@doe.virginia.gov
https://www.childcare.virginia.gov/providers/what-s-new
https://www.childcare.virginia.gov/providers/what-s-new
http://childcare.virginia.gov/
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/early-childhood-care-education/readiness-connections-update

