
The Virginia Early Educator Scholarship Program, formerly
known as the Virginia Child Care Provider Scholarship
Program, provides support for early educators enrolled in
coursework at Virginia’s Institutions of Higher Learning that
helps improve the quality of care for young children.
 
The Virginia Early Educator Scholarship Program (VEESP) is
managed by the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE)
and supports the cost of in-state tuition and fees at Virginia
community colleges for up to two approved courses per
semester (fall, spring, summer) when eligibility criteria are
met. 
 
These scholarships are also available for early educators 1)
taking courses at SCHEV-accredited Montessori Certification
Programs in Virginia, 2) students who are dual enrolled in
high school and approved community college courses, and
3) students attending a four-year college in Virginia if
courses are verified by VDOE as comparable to approved
community college courses.
 
The Virginia Early Educator Scholarship Program is a “first
dollar” program and awards are applied prior to PELL
grants, financial aid loans, and similar types of financial
assistance (including Project Pathfinders), per college-
specific procedures.
 
               Virginia Early Educator Scholarship Program 
               Website: EarlyEducatorScholarship.doe.virginia.gov
               Email: EarlyEducatorScholarship@doe.virginia.gov

Project Pathfinders funding is available to early childhood
professionals who are currently employed working with
children ages infant-PreK and want to complete a certificate or
degree in early childhood development at a Virginia
community college.  
 
Project Pathfinders is managed by the Virginia Early Childhood
Foundation (VECF). These scholarships can support the cost of
tuition and fees for up to two approved community college
courses per semester, as well as for textbooks that are
required for courses leading to an Early Childhood
certificate/degree.
 
Project Pathfinders funding can also be used to pursue an
Early Childhood Bachelor's Degree at an approved 4-year
university if certain conditions are met. This scholarship can
also support the cost of approved coursework for dually-
enrolled/concurrent high school students enrolled at a Virginia
community college.
 
Project Pathfinders is a "last dollar" program; funding will only
be provided if a balance remains after other funding sources
have been used. Community college students are required to
first apply for VEESP funding. 4-year university students are
required to first file a current academic year FAFSA. 
 

                  Project Pathfinders Scholarship Program      
                  Website: vecf.org/pathfinders 
                  Email: pathfinders@vecf.org

College Scholarship Opportunities for 
Virginia Early Childhood Educators

Virginia has two scholarship programs available to help early educators access educational opportunities
that provide a foundation in early care and education at Virginia’s Institutions of Higher Learning. 

Virginia Early Educator Scholarship Program Project Pathfinders Scholarship Program

Scholarship applicants may apply each semester they are enrolled in approved courses. Students are required to
apply for the Virginia Early Educator Scholarship Program prior to submitting a Project Pathfinders application.

Fall Semester: June 15 – open for about six weeks  |  Spring Semester: October 15 – open for about six weeks
Summer Semester: March 15 – open for about six weeks
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